Appl. No. 09/923,834 

Amdt. dated April 12 , 2006 

Reply to Office Action of January 12, 2006 

REMARKS 

Claims 1, 16 have been amended to incorporate the 
allowable subject matter of Claims 11, 41, respectively. 
Accordingly, Claims 11, 41 have been canceled without 
prejudice. Claims 20, 23, 37, 42 have been amended to 
incorporate the allowable subject matter of Claim 11. 

Claims 28, 33 have been amended to be in independent form 
at to include all of the features of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. All Claim amendments herein are directed 
toward matters of form and thus are unrelated to patentability. 

1) Allowable Subject Matter. 
The Examiner states : 

Claims 11, 28, 33, 41 objected to as being dependent 
upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if 
rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. (Office Action, page 2.) 

As set forth above, Claims 1, 20, 23, 37, 42 and Claim 16 
have been amended to incorporate the allowable subject matter 
of Claim 11 and Claim 41, respectively. 

Accordingly, Claims 1, 16, 20, 23, 37 and 42 are 
allowable. Claims 2-8, 10, 12-15, 24-27, 29-32, 34-36, 50, 
which depend from Claim 1, are allowable for at least the same 
reasons as Claim 1. Claims 17, 19, 38-40, 51, which depend 
from Claim 16, are allowable for at least the same reasons as 
Claim 16. Claims 22, 43, 52, which depend from Claim 20, are 
allowable for at least the same reasons as Claim 20. Claims 
44-47, 53, which depend from Claim 23, are allowable for at 
least the same reasons as Claim 23. Claim 54, which depends 
from Claim 37, is allowable for at least the same reasons as 
Claim 37. Claim 55, which depends from Claim 42, is allowable 
for at least the same reasons as Claim 42. 
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As also set forth above, Claims 28, 33 have been amended 
to be in independent form at to include all of the features of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. Accordingly, Claims 
28, 33 are allowable. 

In summary, Claims 1-8, 10, 12-17, 19-20, 22-40, 42-47, 
50-55, i.e., all pending claims, are allowable. 

For the above reasons, Applicants respectfully request 
reconsideration and withdrawal of the objection to Claims 28, 
33. Further, for the above reasons, Applicants respectfully 
request reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection of 
Claims 1-7, 10, 12-16, 19, 20, 22-27, 29-32, 34-40, 42-44, 46, 
47 as being unpatentable over Wang et al . (5,977,626) in view 
of Khan et al . (6,853,070). Finally, for the above reasons, 
Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and withdrawal 
of the rejection of Claims 8, 17, 45, 50-55 as being 
unpatentable over Wang et al . in view of Khan et al . further in 
view of Burns (5,566,051) . 

Conclusion 

Claims 1-8, 10, 12-17, 19-20, 22-40, 42-47, 50-55 are 
pending in the application. For the foregoing reasons, 
Applicants respectfully request allowance of all pending 
claims. If the Examiner has any questions relating to the 
above, the Examiner is respectfully requested to telephone the 
undersigned Attorney for Applicant (s) . 


GUNNISON, McKAY & 

HODGSON, L.L.P. 
Garden West Office Plaza 
1900 Garden Road. Suite 220 
Monterey. CA 93940 

(831) 65543880 
Fax {831)655-0888 
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